HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES
one another in a haphazard manner suggesting an
absence of determinate feeling in historical perspective.
Late Gothic churches, Tudor beams and cob, Restora-
tion houses of limestone, with their large square rooms
and panelling, eighteenth-century aristocratic bricks,
with pseudo-Greek porticos and clean classical lines, and
finally the bad, styleless structures of the latenineteenth-
and twentieth-century jerry-building speculators; all
of these houses are occupied to-day, all of them are
utilised in the common life of ideological indeterminacy.
In London the buildings straggle along the pavements
without plan, each expressing a different Weltan-
sthauungy the styles of different periods separated from
one another by revolutionary changes of feeling, yet
now nestling together in a monotone of mutual
indifference or polite evasiveness.*
* The same attitude is observable in RngliaTi law. With regard to unem-
ployment insurance and transitional benefits, the notorious "dole" payments
to -unemployed persons whose contract of insurance has espired, there is a
conflict of opinion and a confused system of legislation, indicating remarkably
well the underlying co-existence of different historical perspectives. On the
one hand there is the liberal attitude characteristic of capitalism and the
Reformation, according to which unemployment ctbenefit" should be
regarded simply as part of an ordinary agreement, entered into by the state,
on the one hand, and the insured wotker on the other. The "benefit" of the
latter depends entirely upon the nature of the agreement into which he
happens to have entered, although the "agreement" is entirely compidsory.
The careful use of words smothers the mental confusion involved in toe
conception of a compulsory agreement. On the other hand, there is the
communistic view which regards the worker as a member of a community
which, as such, must be maintained at given standards of health and fitness.
This latter view regards the worker as entitled to benefit on account of his
status as a member of a certain community, and regards the liberal critetion
of an agreement and a contract as entirely irrelevant. This view is also the
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